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Introduction

[Name of CES Director Remed)],

Thank you for responding to my grandfather's requastinswer my concerns and questioasd for
offering your time with me.l appreciate it.

|l &m interested in your thoughts and answers as
Chuch for most of these issues. | dm hoping youd¢

ones given by unofficial apologists such ag\lRand Neal A. Maxwell Institute (formerly FARMS).

| &m just going to be straiglktrinegrwarObvamdshlyuntd

member who | ost his testimony so Iitds no secr et
is a result of over a year of intense research and an absol#bid obsession with Joseph Smith and
Church history Wi t h t hi s sai d, | 6d be pretty arrogant &

information and that you dondt have answer s. I
see through a glass darkly. You may have new information and/or a new perspee that | may

not have heard or considered before. This i s \
and thoughts are to these troubling problems.

| 6ve decided to | ay down just about all the maj
from my past year of research and compiled thei
down 5 concerns while | also have 20 other legitimate concerns that are keeping me from believing

the truth claims of the LDS Church.

A quick background nght be helpful as to where I'm coming froml. was a very active and fully
believing member my entire life up until around the summer of 2014y grandpa already outlined
my life events to yoin his emailso | think you get the idea thatdccepted andembraced Mormonism.

In February of 2012, | was reading the news online when | came ass the following news article:
Mormonism Besieged by the Modern Ageln the article was information about a Q&A meetirag
Utah State Universitthat LDSChurchHistorian and General Authority, Elder Marlin K. Jensegave in
late 2011. He was asked his thoughtsegarding the effects of Google on membership and people
who are "leaving in droves" ove€hurchhistory.

Elder MarlinK. Jenses response:

"Maybe since Kirtlad, we've never had a period ofd I'll call it apostasy, like
we're having now largely over these issués"

This truly shocked mel didn't understand whatvas going on or why people would leave "over
history" | started doingresearch and reading books like LDS historian and scholar Richard
B u s h moagd Stone Rollirgnd many others tdry to betteunderstand whatvas happening.

The followingissuesare among my main concerns:
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http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/31/us-mormonchurch-idUSTRE80T1CM20120131
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Book of MormonConcerns & Questions:

1. What are 1769 King James Version editioarrorsdoing in the Book of Mormon?An
ancient text? Errors which are unique to the 1769 edition that Joseph Smith owned?

2. When King James translators were tedating the KJ\Bible between 1604 and 1611, they
would occasionally put in their own words ia the text to make the English more
readable. We know exactly what these words are because they're italicized in the KJV
Bible What are these I7th century itéicized words doing in the Book of MormonVNord
for word? What does this say about the Book of Mormon being an ancient record?

Examples:

Isaiah 9:1 (KJV)

Nevertheless the
dimness shall not be
such as was in her
vexation, when at

ROOK
or

MORMON

2 Nephi 19:1

Nevertheless, the
dimness shall not
be such as was in
her vexation, when

the first he lightly at first he lightly
afflicted the land of afflicted the land of
Zebulun and the Zebulun, and the
land of Naphtali, land of Naphtali,

and afterward did
more grievously
afflict her by the
way of the sea,
beyond Jordan, in
Galilee of the
nations.

— Isaiah 9:1 KJV

and afterwards did
more grievously
afflict by the way
of the Red Sea
beyond Jordan in
Galilee of the
nations.

/

The above example, 2 Nephi 19:1, dated in the Book of Mormon to be around 550 BC,

guotes nearly verbatim from tHg611 AD translation of Isaiah 9:1 KJ\8 including the
atorso i
problem with this is that (a) Christ quoted Isaiah in Matt. 418 and did not mention the

S e a, se@als hot fouRdeirdady source manuscripts, and (c) the Red Sea is 250

trans.|

Red
miles away.

Malachi 3:10 (KJV)

...and pour you out a

blessing, that there
shall not be room
enough o receive if.
— Malachi 3:10 K]V

t al

ci

zed

3 Nephi 24:10

...and pour you out a
blessing that there
shall not be room
enough to receive

it.

— 3 Nephi 24:10

wor ds.

Addi

t

onal

\

p


http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Book_of_Mormon_and_the_King_James_Bible&oldid=582211861#Perpetuation_of_translation_errors

In the above example, the KJV translators added 7 italicized words not found in the source
Hebrew manuscripts to its English translation. Why does the Book of Mormompeted
1,200 years prior, contain theexactidentical seven italicized words of 17 century
translators?

The Book of Mormon includeshistranslatedbiblical passages that were later changed in
Joseph Smit ho Bible MresedBbdok af Maynmo verskes shohleé match the
inspired JST version instead of tineorrectKJV version that Joseph lafiged. A typical
exampleof the differences betweernhe BOM, the KJVand the JST:

3 Nephi 13:25 27:

25: €éTherefore | say unt fe whabye shalteatdr whatye t h o u ¢
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat,
and the body than raiment?

26: Behold the fowls of the air, for they sow not, neither do they reap nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

27: Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

Matthew 6:25-27 (from the King James Versi@ible d not the JST)

25: Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye
shall drink; nor yet for your bodywhat ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat,
and the body than raiment?

26: Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much btén they?

27: Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

The aboveSermon on the Mounpassages are identical, which is understandable as Christ
may have said the same thing to both groups of people in the Old world as well s t
New worl d. L et © s ofthe ab@ve identicalphssage3 ST ver si on

Joseph Smith Translation of the same passages in theBilb&for Matthew 6:25-27 :

25: And, again, | say wnto you, Go ye into the world, and care not for the world: for the
world will hate you, and will persecute you, and will turn you out of their synagogues.

26: Nevertheless, ye shall go forth from house to house, teaching the people; and | will go
before you.

27: And your heavenly Father will provide for yowvhatsoever things ye need for food,
what ye shall eat; and for raiment, what ye shall wear or put on.

Christds Ser mo n BiblemandtheBook\bbMormbnare identicgt €oseph

Smith corrected th&ible. In doing so, he also corrected theame identicalSermon on the

Mount passage in theBook of Mormon. The Book of Mormon is o0t he
and was translated a mere decade before the JST. The Book of Mormas not corrupted

over timeand did not need correcting. How is it that the Book of Mormdras the incorrect

Sermon on the Mounpassage anddoes not match theorrectJSTversionin the first plac@


https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/13.25-27?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/6.25-27?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/scriptures/jst/jst-matt/6?lang=eng

DNA analysishas corcluded that Native Americarindiars do not originate from the Middle
Eastor from Israelitebut ratherfrom Asia Why did the Churchchange thefollowing
section of the introduction page in thig006 edition Book of Mormon &ortly after the DNA
results were releasé&d

e the Lamanitesand they are the principalancestorsof the Americanidiansd
to
0 é&he Lamanitesand they are among theancestorsof the American Indiaré

Anachronisms Horses,cattle, oxen, sheep, swine, goatslephants,wheek, chariots,

wheat, silk, steel, andron did not exist in preColumbianAmericaduring Book of Mormon
times Why are these things mentioned in the Book of Mormon as being made available in
the Americas betwee2200 BC -421 AD?

Archaeology There is absolutelyo archaeological evidenceo directlysupport the Book of

Mormon or the Nephites/Lamanites who numbered in the millions. This is one of the

reasons why unofficial apologists are coming up with thenited Geography Model(jt

happened in Central ® South America) and that the real Hill Cumorah is not in Palmyra,

New York butis elsewhere and possiblgomewheredown thereinstead. This is in direct
contradiction to what Joseph Smith and other prophets have taudlgver mind that the
Churchhasavi si t or s center there in New York anc

We read about two major war battles that took place at the Hill Cumorah (Rahto the
Jaredites) that numbered in the deaths of at least 2,000,000 people. No bondwir,
chariots swords, armor,or any other evidencdound whatsoever

Compare this to the Romaoccupation of Britan and other countries. There are abundant
evidences of their presence during the first 400 years AD such as villasawdtors,

public baths,armar, weapons, writings, art, pottery and so onEven the major road systems
used today insome of these occupied countries were built by the RomaAsditionally,

there is ample evidence of the Mayan and Aztec civilizations as well as a civilization in
curent day Texas that dates back 15,000 yearsWhere are the Nephiteor Lamane
buildings, roads, armors, swords, pottery, art, etc.?

Latteday SaintT homas Stwuart Ferguson was BYUGOs arch
Archaeological Funding) founder. NWAMas financed by theChurch NWAF and

Ferguson were tasked by BYU and tiihurchin the 1950s and 1960 s to find

archaeological evidenceto support the Book of Mormon. This is what Ferguson wrote after

17 years of trying to dig up evidence for the Book of Mormon:

~

®you candt set Book of Mo rdbecausgiteasogr aphy d
fictional and will never meet the requirements of the-aichaeology. | should

say d what is in the ground willneverconfom t o what s in the booc
O Letter dated February 2, 1976



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetics_and_the_Book_of_Mormon
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/695226008/Debate-renewed-with-change-in-Book-of-Mormon-introduction.html?pg=all
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeology_and_the_Book_of_Mormon#Anachronisms_and_archaeological_findings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeology_and_the_Book_of_Mormon#Archaeology_research_in_pre-Columbian_Americas_and_the_Book_of_Mormon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limited_geography_model
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_authenticity_of_the_Book_of_Mormon#LDS-funded_archaeology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_authenticity_of_the_Book_of_Mormon#LDS-funded_archaeology
http://www.utlm.org/images/ferguson/bomnevermeetdirtarcheology.gif

Book of Mormon Geography Many Book of Mormon names and places are strikingly
similarto manylocal names and places of the egion Joseph Smith lived.

The followingtwo maps show Book of Mormon geography compared to Joseph Smith's
geography.

Book of Mormon Geography
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The first map is the "proposed map," constructed from internal comparisons in the Book of
Mormon.
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Throughout the Book of Mormon we read of such features as "The Narrow Neck of Land

which was a day and a half's journey (roughly 30 miles) separating two great seas. We
read much of the Hill Onidahand the Hill Ramal® all place hames in the land of Joseph

Smith's youth.

We read in the Book of Mormon of the Land of Desolation named for a warrior named
Teancum who helped General Moroni fight in the Land of Desolation. In Smith's era, an
Indian Chief namedTecumseliought and died near the narrow neck of land helpirthe
British in the War of 1812. Taday, the cityTecumself{near the narrow neck of land) is

named after hin.

We see the Book of Mormon city Kishkumen located near an area named, on modern
maps, asKiskiminetasThere are more tham@ dozen Book of Mormon names that are the
same as or nearly theaane asmodern geographical locations.

Actual Place Names

Alma

Antrim
Antioch

Boaz

Hellam
Jacobsburg
Jerusalen
Jordan
Kishkiminetas
Lehigh
Mantua
Moraviantown
Noah Lakes
Oneida
Oneida Castle
Rama

Ripple Lake
Sodom

Shioh
Sherbooke

Book of Mormon Place Names

Alma, Valley of
Antum

AniFANti

Boaz

Helam
Jacobugath
Jerusalem
Jordan
Kishkumen
Lehi

Manti
Morianton
Noah, Land of
Onidah
Onidah, Hill
Ramah
Rigdiancum, Waters of
Sidom

Shilom

Shurr

Source: Book of Mormon Authorship: A Closer Lookernal Holley

Why are there so many names similar to Book of Mormon names in the region where Joseph
Smith live@ This is all just a coincidence?
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tecumseh
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=tecumseh+ontario+canada&hl=en&ll=44.590467,-72.333984&spn=24.837845,67.631836&hnear=Tecumseh,+Essex+County,+Ontario,+Canada&gl=us&t=m&z=5
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiskiminetas_River

Hill Cumorah

Off the eastern coast of Mozambiqui Africaisan i s| and cQComanosd Briorc al | e
to its French occupatiom 1841 , the islands were known byts Arabic name, 06 Ca mor a
There is an 1808 mapof Africathate f er s t o t he i6sl ands as o0Can

Camora isnear centerin the above1808 Map of Africa

Thelargest city andcapital of Comoros (formerlgCamorad? Moroni. 6 C a moanda 6
settlemenéMoronié were common names ipirate and treasure huntingtories involving
Captain William Kidd (a pirate and treasure huntemhich many 19" century New
Englanders especiallytreasure hunterd were familiar with.

In fact, the uniform spelling for Hill Cumorah in th830 editi on of the Book of Mormoris
spel | @aorah® 0O

Pomeroy Tucker was born in Palmyra, New York in 180threeyears before Joseph Smith.
He is considered to be a contempmary source. This is what he said about Joseph Smith:

"Joseph ... had learned to read comprehensively ... [reading] works of fiction and
records of criminality, such for instance as would be classed with the 'dime novels'
of the present day. The stories 8tephen Buroughs and Captain Kidd, and the

like, presented the highest charms for his expanding mental perceptions."

0 Mormonism: Its Origin, Risend Progress, p.17

Someapologistssay thatT u ¢ kMormdrssm:lts Origin, Rise, and Progress anttMormon

and thus anything in the book cam be trusted. The problem with this premise is that LDS
scholarand Churchhistory compileB.H. Roberts quoted Tucker for background information

on Joseph and &rMormonhas anarticle where they quoted Tucke¥ timesfrom his book

as support for Josepaind evenreferredoTuc ker as anoJosephandis t nes s 0
family. |l s Tucker s per i phdaccardtewhen if showsd@sephanad o n |
the Churchin a positive and favorable light?

"We are sorry to observe, even in this enlightened age, so prevalent a disposition
to credit the accounts of the marvellous. Even the frightful stories of money being
hid under the surface of the eth, and enchanted by the Devil or Robert Kidd

11


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comoros
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/africa_1808.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moroni,_Comoros
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=535
https://ia600404.us.archive.org/15/items/originriseprogre00tuck/originriseprogre00tuck.pdf
https://ia600404.us.archive.org/15/items/originriseprogre00tuck/originriseprogre00tuck.pdf
http://www.fairlds.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/ray-joseph-smiths-history-confirmed.pdf

(Captain Kidd) are received by many of our respectable fellow citizens as truths."

o Wayne Sentinel, Palmyra, New York, Februaib, 1825

Noti ce
citizens as truthé

t hat
The

t his

i socenesgi §e ofod esppcadeyfaldwe nt 6
a b o v e1825oPalmysamew Y osknewspaper quote

was not tainted by any desire to damage Joseph Smith. This articbiples a snapshot of
the worldview of 1825 New England.

Hill Cumorah and Moroni have absolutely nothirtg do with Camora and Moroni from
Captain Kidd storie8 StoriesthatJoseph and hisreasure hunting family and buddiegere
familiar with? The origiral 1830 Book of Mormon uniformo C a mo spellng® This is all

just a merecoincidence?

8. There was a book published in 1825 Vermordntitled View of the Hebrews View of the
Hebrewscompared to he Book of Mormon

Published

Location

The destruction of Jerusalem

The scattering of Israel

The restoration of the Ten Tribes

Hebrews leave the Old World for
the New World

Religion a motivating factor

Migrations a long journey

Encounter "seas" of "mpamvaters"

The Americas an uninhabited land

Settlers journey northward

View of the Hebrews
Online Source

1823, first edition
1825, second edition

Vermont
Poultney, Rutland County

Note: Oliver Cowdery, one of the

Book of Mormon witnesses, lived in

Poultney wherView of the Hebrew$
was published.

Book of Mormon
Online Source

1830, first edition

Vermont
Sharon, Windsor County

Note: Windsor County is adjacent
to Rutind County.

q


http://www.sidneyrigdon.com/dbroadhu/NY/miscNYSg.htm#021625
http://olivercowdery.com/texts/ethn1823.htm
http://olivercowdery.com/texts/ethn1823.htm
http://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm?lang=eng

Encounter a valley of a great river a a

A unity of race (Hebrew) settle the a a
land and are the ancestral origin of
American Indians

Hebrew the origin of Indian a a
language

Egyptian hieroglyphics a a
Lost Indian records a a

A set of "yellow leaves" buried in Joseph Smith claimed the gold plate
Indian hill. Elder B.H. Roberts noted were buried in Hill Cumorah.
the "leaves" may be gold.

Breastplate, Urim & Thummim a a

A man standing on a wall warning a a
the people saying
cityéto this peo| Jesus, sonofAnanus,stoodonthe  Samuel the Lamanite stood omet

subsequently being attacked. wall saying 0Wo, wall saying 0Wo,
templ e, and th othis peopl ¢
- Came to preach for mag days - Came to preach for many days
- Went upon a wall - Went upon a wall
- Cried with a loud voice - Cried with a loud voice
- Preached of destruction of Jerusalel - Preached of destruction of Nephite:
- Had stones cast at him - Had stones cast at him
Source: View of Hebrews, p.20 Source: Helaman 1316
Prophets, spiritually gifted men a a

transmit generational records

The Gospel preached in the a a
Americas

Quotes whole chapters of Isaiah a a
Good and bad are a necessary a a
opposition

Pride denounced a a
Polygamy denounced a a
Sacred towers and high places a a
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http://olivercowdery.com/texts/ethn1823.htm#pg020a
http://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/hel?lang=eng

Messiah visits the Americas

Idolatry and human sacrifice

Hebrews divide into two classes,
civilized and barbarous

Civilized thrive in art, written
language, metallurgy, navigation

Government changes from monarch
to republic

Civil and ecclesiastical power is
united in the same person

Long wars break out between the
civilized and barbarous

Extensive military fortifications,
observations, "watch towers"

Barbarous exterminate the civilized

Discusses the United&es

Ethan/Ether

a

Quetzalcoatl, tle white bearded
"Mexican Messiah"

Elder B.H. Roberts noted: "Ethan is
prominently connected with the
recording of the matter in the one
case, and Ether in the other."

Source: B.H. RobertsStudies of the Book of Mormqmp.240 242,324 -344

Reverend Ethan Smittas the author ofView of the Hebrews Ethan Smith was a pastor in
Poultney, Vermonthen he wrote and published the boak Oliver Cowdery @ also a Poultney,

Vermont residewasa me mb e r

of

E t h aduring thistione and leefgra heiwenn

to New York to joinhis cousin(third cousinsJoseph SmithAs you know, Oliver Cowdery

played an instrumental role in bringing forth the Book of Mormon.

LDS General Authority and scholgtder B.H. Robertprivatelyresearched the link between the
Book of Mormon, theView of the Hebews J o s e p h d s
L e h reans, etd that wereavailable to Jgeph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris and others

before the publication of the Book of MormonE | d e r
for theeyes of theFirst Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve and was never intended to be

14
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http://www.amazon.com/Studies-Book-Mormon-B-Roberts/dp/1560850272/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1378750281&sr=1-1&keywords=studies+of+the+book+of+mormon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Cowdery#View_of_the_Hebrews_controversy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Origin_of_the_Book_of_Mormon#Oliver_Cowdery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cousin#Third_cousins
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B._H._Roberts

availabl e t o twokwgslateripublshedn 1886 laseSiuties &f the Book of
Mormon At the conclu®n of his researchElderB.H. Robertscame tothe following conclusion:

Did Ethan Smith's View of the Hebrews furnish structural material for Joseph
Smith's Book of Mormon? It has been pointed out in these pages that there are
many things in the former book that might well have suggested many major
things in the other. Not a few things merely, one or two, or half dozen, but
many; and it is this fact of many things of similarity and the cumulative force of
them that makes them so serious a menace to Joseph Smith's story of the Book of
Mormon's origin.

B.H. Roberts - Mormon Seventy and LDS church historian
Studies of the Book of Mormon, p.240

9. The Late War Between the United States and Great Britalinis was an 1819 texbook
written in King James Version style language for New York state school chiladnes of them
verylikely being Joseph SmithThe first chaptemlone is stunnings it reads ircredibly like
the Book of Mormon:

1. Now it came to pass, in the one thousand eight hundred and twelfth year of the
christian era, and in the thirty and sixth year after the people of the provinces of
Columbia had declared themselves a free and independentina;

2. That in the sixth month of the same year, on the first day of the month, the chief
Governor, whom the people had chosen to rule over the land of Columbia;

3. Even James, whose siame was Madison, delivered a written paper to the
Great Sannhedrim of # people, who were assembled together.

4. And the name of the city where the people were gathered together was called
after the name of the chief captain of the land of Columbia, whose fame
extendeth to the uttermost parts of the earth; albeit, he had sleptwh hi s f at he

Along with the aboveKJManguage stylepreserce throughout the bogkwhat are the

following Book of Mormon phrases, verbatimdghme s, and storylines doi
schooltet ook t hat was wused i n Josrd?pAmeRdecadeh ds ow
before the publication of the Book of Mormon?

A Devi c eusousworkndanship i n rel ation to boats and
A A swipling s o Withihisdweagon of war in his hand 6
A A certain chief captainéwastwagthousand i n tr u

chosen men, to go forth to battle a n d alivgave theair services freely for the good
of their countryd

A Fortificationsadhe people began to fortify themselves and entrench the high Places
round about the cityd

A Obj e ct sparttyaofbrass and partly of iron, and were cunningly contrived with
curious works, like unto a clock; and as it were a large bhall

A OrTheir polished steels of fine workmanskiip

A ONevertheless, it was so that the freeman came to the defence of the city, built strong
holds and forts and raised up fortifications in abundanoe

15


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Studies_of_the_Book_of_Mormon#Controversy_within_the_LDS_Church_after_the_1985_publication
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http://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/readercontain00hunt#page/n15/mode/2up

10.

Three Indian Prophets

oRod of irond

W ar between the wicked and righteous

Maintaining the standard of liberty with righteousness

Righteous Indians vs. savage Indians

False Indian prophets

Conwersion of Indians

Bands of robbers/pirates marauding the righteous protagonists

Brass plates

0ANnd it came to pass, that a great multitude flocked to the banners of the great
Sanhedrind c omp ar e d: 5 And Adameato pass that thousands did flock
unt o his standard, and did take dap thei
Worthiness of Christopher Columbus

Ships crossing the ocean

A battle at a fort where righteous white protagonists are attacked by an army made
up of darkskinned natives driveby a white military leader. White protagonists are
prepared for battle and slaughter their opponents to such an extent that they fill the
trenches surrounding the fort with dead bodies. The surviving elements flee into the
wilderness/forest.

Cataclysme earthquake followed bygreat darkness

Elephants/mammoths in America

Literary ebraism#Chiasmus.

Boatsand barges builtfrom trees after the fashion of the ark.

Abunchofo/ t came to pass

Many, many nore parallels

P BB B B P PP

> > >

> > > D> D>

The staggering parallels and similarities to the Book of Morname astounding This
outstandingweb page outlinesvery clearly and simplyust how devastating # Late Waris
to the Book of Mormon and its claims.

Rick Grundestatesin his paper:
OThe presence of Hebraisms and other striking parallels in a popular
chil dr e n @Late Waz)xpr the otbek handd so close to Joseph

Smith in his youtld must sober our perspectivid p.770

Another fascinating boolpublished in 1809, 7he First Book of Napolegns shocking. The
first chapter

1. And behold it came to pass, in these latter days, that an evil spirit arose on
the face of the earth, and greatly troubled the soosmen.

2. And this spirit seized upon, and spread amongst the people who dwell in the
land of Gaul.

3. Now, in this people the fear of the Lord had not been for many generations,
and they had become a corrupt and perverse people; and their chief priests,
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11.

and the nobles of the land, and the learned men thereof, had become
wicked in the imagines of their hearts, and in the practices of their lives.

4. And the evil spirit went abroad amongst the people, and they raged like unto
the heathen, and they rose up againstein lawful king, and slew him, and
his queen also, and the prince their son; yea, verily, with a cruel and bloody
death.

5. And they moreover smot e, with mighty wr e
banished the priests, and nobles of the land, and seized upon, aongdk unto
themselvegheir inheritances, their gold and silver, corn and oil, and
whatsoever belonged unto them.

6. Now it came to pass, that the nation of the Gauls continued to be sorely
troubled and vexed, and the evil spirit whispered unto the people, Buamto
the meanest and vilest thereofé

éand it continues on. ltdés |i ke reading

When | first read this along with other passages frofe First Book of Napolegn was
floored. Here we have two early 19" century contemporary boskwritten at least a decade
before the Book of Mormon that not only read and sound like the Book of Mormon but
which alsocarry so many of its parallels and themes as well.

The following are a siddy-side comparison of the beginning ofhe First Book d¥apoleon
with the beginning of the Book of Mormon:

The First Book of Napoleon:

Condemn not the (writing)éan accountéthe Fi.
earthéit came to passéthe | andétheir inheri:H
commandmente f t he Lordéthe foolish i maginations
statureéldJerusal emébecause of the perverse wi

Book of Mormon

Condemn not the (writing)éan accountéthe Fi:
earthéit camantdteéehpasséahbeitlance and his gol
commandments of the Lordéthe foolish imagin:
statur eéJer usfahe wickédnesscoathe people

The Book of Mormonaught and still teachesa Trinitarian view of theGodhead. Joseph

Smit hds ear | aldtHhishienwo IApgryof theloweiD0,000 changesto the

Book of Mormon, there wremajorc hanges made tsevolveagviewefthe Jos ej
Godhead.

Examples:
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Original 1830 Edition Text Current, Altered Text

View Online View Online
1 Nephi 3 (p.25) : 1 Nephi 11:18 :
And he said unto me, Behold, the virgin whom thou And he said unto meBehold, the wgin whom thou seest is

seest is the mother of God after the manner of the flesh. | the mother ofhe Son ofGod, after the manner of the flesh.

1 Nephi 3 (p.25) : 1 Nephi 11:21 :

And the angel said unto me, behold the Lamb of Gogiea, And the angel said unto meBehold the Lamb of Godyea,
eventhe Eternal Father eventhe Son ofthe Eternal Faer

1 Nephi 3 (p.26) : 1 Nephi 11:32 :

And | looked and beheld the Lamb of God, that he was = And | looked and beheld the Lamb of God, that he was
taken by the people; yeathe Everlasting Godwas judged ' taken by the people; yeathe Son of theeverlasting God

of the world was judged of the world;

1 Nephi 3 (p.32) . 1 Nephi 13:40 :

These | ast recordséshall rThese | ast recordséshall n
tongues, and people, thathe Lamb of God ighe Eternal  tongues, and people, that the Lamb of God tee Son ofthe
Father and the Savior of the world Eternal Fathemand the Savior of the world

The following verses are among many verssfg/ /nthe Book of Mormon that hold a
Trinitarian view of theGodhead:

Alma 11:38-39:

38: Now Zeezrom saith again unto him: Is the Son of God the very Eternal Father?

39: And Amulek said unto him: Yea, he is the very Eternal Father of heaven and of earth,
and all things which in them are; he is the beginning and the ente first and the last;

Mosiah 15:14:

1: And now Abinadi said unto them: | would that ye should understand that God himself
shall come down among the children of men, andhall redeem his people.

2: And because he dwelleth in flesh he shall be called the Son of God, and having
subjected the flesh to the will of the Father, being the Father and thedon

3: The Father, because he was conceived by the power of God; artde Son, because of
the flesh; thus becoming the Father and S®n

4: And they are one God, yea, the very Eternal Father of heaven and of earth.

Ether 3:1415:

14: Behold,| am he who was prepared from the foundation of the world to redeem my
people. Belold, | am Jesus Christ. | am the Father and the Sdn.me shall all
mankind have life, and that eternally, even they who shall be& on my name; and
they shall become my sons and my daughters.

15: And never have | showed mysainto man whom | have createdpr never has man

18
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believed in me as thou hastSeest thou that ye are created after mine own image?
Yea, even all men were created in the beginning after mine own image.
(Emphasis added).

Mosiah 16:15:
15: Teach them that redemption cometh through Christ the Lord, wiioe very Eternal
FatherAmen . 6

LDS scholar, Boyd Kirkland, made the following observation:

0The Book of Mormon and early revelations
portray a picture of the Father and Son a
Book of Mor mon not only doesnot clear up
which have raged in Christianity for centuries, but on the contrary just adds to

the confusion? This seems particularly ironic, since a major avowed purpose

of the book was to restore &t truths and end doctrinal controversies caused

by the o0great ChunctbsabacmirmalBibleédm odfat € he
years he [Joseph] reversed his earlier efforts to compleilgnotheisé the

godhead and insteaddritheise®it.0 & LDS scholarBoydKi r k| and, ©oAn Evolving God:¢

Assuming that the officidl838 First Vision accounts truthful and accurate, why would
Joseph Smith hold a Trinitarian view of the Godhead if he personsdlw God the Father
and Jesus Christs separate and embodied beinga few years earlier in the Sacred @ve?
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Book of Mormon TranslatioBoncerns & Questions:

Unlike the story I've been taught in Sunday School, Priesthood, General Conferencesn&sy,
EFY EnsignsChurchhistory tourMissionary Training Center, and BYU...Joseph Snoisled a rock
in a hat for translatinghe Bookof Mormon.

In other words, he used the same "OuijaoBrd" that he used in his days treasuraritingwhere he
would put in a rockd or a peep stoned in his hat and put his facen the hat to tell his customers the
location of kburied treasure.He used he exact same method while the gold plates were covered or
put in another room or buried in the woods during translating the Book of Morm@hese facts are
not only confirmed inRough Stone Rolling. 7172), by FairMormonhereand here by Neal A.
Maxwell Institutd FARMS)but also in an obscurel992 talk given by Elder Russelll. Nelson of

the Quorum of the Twelve Apostledpdate: TheC h u r Ddedinber 2013 essayadmits this.

Book of Mormon tanslation thathe Churchportrays to its members:

Joseph began to translate the writing on the gold
plates. Joseph did not know what the writing meant.
God helped him. Joseph used the Urim and
Thummim to understand the words. We can read what
he wanslated. [t is called the Book of Mormon.

Joseh Smith— Histary 162

The abovenineimages are copyrighted by the Church of Jesus Ghdf Latteday Saints
Click on each respective picture to be linked its original source.
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http://media.ldscdn.org/pdf/lds-magazines/ensign-october-2011/2011-10-00-ensign-eng.pdf
http://media.ldscdn.org/pdf/lds-magazines/ensign-october-2011/2011-10-00-ensign-eng.pdf
http://media.ldscdn.org/pdf/lds-magazines/ensign-october-2011/2011-10-00-ensign-eng.pdf
http://www.lds.org/languages/childrenmaterials/scripturestories/CUR_2008___PDF_CompleteDCScriptureStories_31122_eng_.pdf
http://www.lds.org/languages/childrenmaterials/scripturestories/CUR_2008___PDF_CompleteDCScriptureStories_31122_eng_.pdf
http://www.lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=e59c5f74db46c010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD&locale=0&sourceId=15e5c106dac20110VgnVCM100000176f620a____

Book of Mormon tanslation as it actually happened:

Why is the Churchnot being honestand transparento its members about how Joseph Smith
really translated the Book of MormonMow am | supposed to be okay with this deception?
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First VisiorConcerns & Questions

oOur whole strength rests on the wvalidit
occurred or it did not occur. If it did not, then #hiwork is a fraud If it did,

then it is the most important andonderfuwor k under t he heavens.
8 Gordon B. Hinckley, The Marvelous Foundatioof Our Faith

1. There are at least 4 different First Vision accounts by Joseph Smith:

1832 account

Two 1835 accounts

1838 account (official version)
1842 account

v v > >

2. No one -including Joseph Smith'arhily members and the Saintshad ever reard about
the First Vision for twelve to twetiyo yearsafter it supposedly occurredThe firsand
earliestwritten account of the First Vision in Joseph Smith's journal was written 12 years after
the spring of 1820. There is absolutely no record of a First Vision prior to 1832.

3. Inthel832 account, Joseph said that before praying he knew that there was no true or
living faith a denomination upon the earth as built by Jesus Christ in the New
Testament.His primary purpose in going to prayer was to seek forgiveness of his sins.

4. Intheofficial 1838 account, Jeseph said his "object in going tonquire of the Lord was to
know which of all the sects was right, that | might know which to join{for' at this time it
had never entered into my heart that all were wron

This is in direct contradiction to his 183Eirst Visioraccount.

5.  Other problems:

A The dates/ his age s The 1832 account states Joseph was 15 years old when he
had the vision in 1821 while the other accounts state he was 14 years atd1820
when he hadthe vision.

A The reason or miive for seekig divine helpd Bible reading and conviction of sins, a
revival, a desire to know if God existsvanting to know whichchurchto join d are
not reported the same in each account.

A Who appears to himd a spirit, an angel, two angels, Jesuspany angels, theFather
and theSond are all over the place

A The historical record shows that there was no revival in Palmyra in 182here was
one in 1817 and there was another in 1824. There are records frorhis brother,
William Smith and his mother_ucy Mack Smiit, both statingthat the family joined
Preshyrianism after Alvin's death iNovember 1823 despite Joseph Smith claiming
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in the official 1838 accountthatthey joined in 1820; 3yearsbef or e Al vi n Sm
death

A Why did Joseph hold a Trinitarian view of the Godhead, as shovpneviouslywith
the Book of Mormon, if he clearly saw that the Father and Son were separate
embodied beings in the official First Vision?

Like the rock in the hatary, | did not know there were multiple Firsision accounts| did not
know its contradictions or thahe Churchmembersdidn't know about a First Vision until 22
years after it supposedly happenedl. was unaware of thesemissioms in the mission fidlas |
was never taughor trainedin the Missionary Training Centéo teach investigatorthese facts
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